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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Giyncorrwg  Urban  District 

Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  pleased  to  present  for  your  consideration  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1967.  The  report  has  been 
prepared  in  accordance  with  Circular  1/68  (Wales)  from  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health. 

On  this  occasion  I  am  proud  to  present  the  report  in  printed  form 
after  very  many  years  of  cyclostyling.  The  report,  as  may  be  seen  from 
the  contents,  is  divided  into  a  number  of  relevant  parts  and  I  invite  Council 
to  peruse  the  statistical  details  contained  therein.  In  addition  to 
statistics  directly  affecting  your  Council,  I  also  include  for  your  inform¬ 
ation  details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  area  by  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council  as  Local  Health  and  Welfare  Authority. 

Mr.  S.  Mason,  Public  Health  Inspector,  has  kindly  submitted  the 
bulk  of  the  statistics  and  particulars  related  to  environmental  health  and 
I  am  very  grateful  to  him  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  to  compile  all  the 
details  incorporated  by  him  in  my  report.  Since  Mr.  Mason  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Urban  District  he  has  worked  zealously  and  unceasingly  to 
raise  the  standard  of  public  health  throughout  the  district. 

In  concluding  these  introductory  remarks  I  would  like  to  thank  all 
members  of  Council  and  my  colleagues  on  the  staff  for  their  full  and 
unstinted  work  and  courtesy  during  the  whole  of  the  period  under  review. 

!  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  H.  J.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Park  House, 

Theodore  Road, 

PORT  TALBOT. 

Tel.  No.  Port  Talbot  2137/8 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  Population 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Urban  District  is  shown  below  and 
for  comparison  purposes,  that  for  certain  preceding  and  census  years  is 
also  appended. 

For  the  year  1967  the  estimated  population  was  9,490 
„  1966  „  „  „  9,460 


99 

„  1965 

99 

„ 

9,510 

,, 

,.  1964 

99 

99 

9,470 

„  1963 

99 

99 

9,440 

9  9 

„  1962 

99 

99 

9,440 

99 

„  1961 

99 

99 

9,930 

9  * 

„  1960 

9  9 

10,040 

9  9 

„  1959 

9  9 

,, 

,, 

10,030 

99 

„  1958 

9  9 

99 

9,900 

99 

„  1957 

99 

99 

,, 

9,750 

99 

„  1956 

99 

,, 

9,660 

99 

,,  1955 

99 

9,560 

99 

„  1954 

99 

9  9 

9,550 

„  1953 

99 

9  9 

,, 

9,490 

,, 

„  1951 

census 

99 

9,236 

,, 

„  1931 

9  9 

9  9 

10,208 

,, 

„  1921 

99 

99 

10,772 

„  1911 

9  9 

9  9 

,, 

8,689 

99 

„  1901 

9  9 

” 

6,452 

rateable 

value  of  the 

area  on 

the  31st 

March, 

1967  was 

follows:- 

General  Rate  Purposes  .  £144,814 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  .  £561 


2.  Births 

During  1967,  177  live  births  were  credited  to  the  Urban  District  of 
which  97  were  males  and  80  were  females.  There  were  6  stillbirths. 

The  birth  rate  was  18.7  per  1000  population  and  this  compares  with 
20.19  for  the  previous  year.  For  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  the 


birth  rate  was  17.2. 

The  following  table  is  of  interest:- 

Number  of  live  births  at  home  in  the  area  .  52 

Number  of  live  births  at  Neath  General  Hospital  .  112 

Number  of  live  births  in  Maesteg  General  Hospital  and  Bridgend 

General  Hospital  . . . . . * . . . . .  13 
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From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  125  live  births  took  place  in 
hospital  as  compared  with  52  on  the  district.  This  is  the  reflection  of 
today’s  trend  for  a  desire  for  hospitalisation  for  confinement.  All 
applications  for  non-emergency  admission  to  hospital  are  screened  by  your 
Medical  Officer  in  his  capacity  of  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  Port 
Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg  Health  Division  and  consideration  is  given  to 
obstetrc  and  environmental  problems  in  determining  the  hospital  alloc¬ 
ations.  The  family  doctor’s  views  are  always  given  priority  consideration 
in  assessing  the  need  for  hospital  confinement. 


3.  Deaths 

Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  area: 

Males — 46.  Females — 42  .  88 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  estimated  resident  population:  Crude — 9.3 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  11.2 


The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  in  recent  years:- 

1967  1966  1965  1964  1963  1962  1961  1960  1959  1958 

Crude  9.3  11.10  11.78  8.87  11.86  9.75  13.19  8.67  11.37  10.67 

Adjusted  16.67  17.32  13.48  18.03  13.94  18.80  12.40  16.26  15.25 


4.  Maternal  Mortality 

No  mother  died  from  puerperal  causes  during  1967. 


5.  Infant  Mortality 

Whilst  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
was  18.3  that  for  the  Urban  District  was  23.0  and  this  was  occasioned  by 
the  failure  of4  infants  to  reach  their  first  birthday. 

Comparative  figures  for  the  past  ten  years  are  given  below:- 

1967  1966  1965  1964  1963  1962  1961  1960  1959  1958 

23.0  41.88  44.78  37.21  51.89  31.91  38.10  20.73  52.91  34.15 

Table  4  gives  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death. 


6.  Deaths  (all  ages). 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  area  during  1967  were  :- 

(a)  Cardiovascular  conditions  . . .  26 

(b)  Cancers  of  various  kinds  .  24 

(c)  Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer)  16 

(d)  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  .  6 

(e)  Accidents  . . .  5 


Of  the  26  deaths  attributed  to  cardiovascular  conditions,  23  (14 
males,  9  females)  were  due  to  coronary  disease. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
1967 

These  statistics  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Registrar  General. 


Live  Births  Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  .  166  91  75 

Illegitimate  . . . .  11  6  5 


Crude  birth  rate  per  1000  population  . .  18.7 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1000  population  .  18.1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  total  live  births  . .  6.21 


Stillbirths  Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  .  6  5  1 


Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1000  total  births — 33.0 

Total  Males  Females 

Deaths  .  88  46  42 


Crude  death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population — 9.3 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 


Number  of  deaths  under  1  year  of  age  .  4 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age: 

All  infants  pe'r  1000  live  births  1 .  23.00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  live  legitimate  births  .  18.01 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  24 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . .  Nil 


TABLE  2 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  INFANTS’  DEATHS  DURING  1967 


Neonatal  Deaths — 3.  Neonatal  Death  Rate — 16.95  per  thousand  live  births. 


Certified  Cause  of  Death: 


One  Day  One  Week 

One  Week  One  Month 

1  — 

1  — 


Prematurity — Respiratory  failure 

Prematurity  . 

Acute  Respiratory  Embarrassment 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OR  FEVERS 


The  incidence  and  distribution  of  notified  infectious  diseases 
including  tuberculosis  is  shown  in  the  following  table:- 


Total  Total  Total  Total  Total 

Glyn-  Aber-  for  for  for  for  for 

corrwg  Cymmer  gwynfi  1967  1966  1965  1964  1963 


Scarlet  Fever  .  3  1  —  4  8  2  2  2 

Measles  .  4  46  —  50  292  18  10  154 

Whooping  Cough  .  16  7  —  23  —  —  4  — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Erysipelas  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  .  —  —  1  1  1  4  2  4 

Tuberculosis,  Non-Pulmonary  —  —  —  —  3  1  1  2 

Food  Poisoning  .  1  —  —  1  —  —  —  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  —  1  —  1  —  1  —  — 

Poliomyelitis,  Paralytic  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Dysentery  —  —  —  —  2  60  5  13 

Meningococcal  Infection  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  — 

Pneumonia  .  7  2  —  9  11  5  14  — 


TOTAL  .  31  57  1  89  317  91  39  175 


TABLE  3 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  cases  during  1967 

NON- 

PULMONARY.  PULMONARY. 

Male.  Female.  Male.  Female. 

Under  1  year  . —  —  —  — 

Over  1  year  and  under  5  years  . —  —  —  — 

Over  5  years  and  under  10  years  .  —  —  —  — 

Over  10  years  and  under  15  years  .  —  —  —  — 

Over  15  years  and  under  20  years  .  —  —  —  — 

Over  20  years  and  under  25  years  .  —  —  —  — 

Over  25  years  and  under  35  years  .  —  —  —  — 

Over  35  years  and  under  45  years  .  —  —  —  — 

Over  45  years  and  under  55  years  .  —  —  —  — 

Over  55  years  and  under  65  years  .  —  —  —  — 

Over  65  years  and  under  75  years  .  —  1  —  — 

Over  75  years  .  —  —  —  — 

TOTALS  —  1  —  — 


8 


Below  I  append  the  notification  state  at  the  beginning  and  end  of 
1967  for  comparison  purposes:- 

Tuberculosis 

Incidence  and  Domiciliary  Care 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  1st  January,  1967 

Males.  Females. 


Pulmonary  .  24  15 

Non-Pulmonary  . . .  2  3 

TOTAL  26  18 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  31st  December,  1967 

Males.  Females. 


Pulmonary  .  19  16 

Non-Pulmonary  .  1  2 

TOTAL  20  18 


Total  cases  on  1st  January,  1967  . . .  44 

Total  cases  on  31st  December,  1967  .  38 

Number  removed  from  the  Register  as  follows:- 

Number  left  district  . 1 

Number  died  . 2 

Number  recovered  . 7 

Change  of  diagnosis  .  Nil 

Cases  not  formally  notified  (taken  from  Registrar’s  returns)  .  Nil 


Number  added  to  Register  as  follows:- 


Number  of  new  notifications  .  1 

Number  of  in-transfers  . . . . . .  3 

Restored  to  Register  . . . . .  — 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  DURING  1967 

as  recorded  by  the  Register  General. 

Total  4  Weeks  AGE  IN  YEARS 

all  Under  &  Under  75  & 

Sex  ages  4  Weeks  1  Year  1—  5—  15—  25—  35—  45—  55—  65—  over 


1 1 
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1  1 
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1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1  1 1 

1  1 

1  1 

l  ^ 
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15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16  Diabetes  . 


GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1967 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

INFANT 

Ratio  of 

Still- 

MORTALITY 

PERI-NATAL  MORTALITY 

Estimated 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000 

Number 

Rate  per 

adjusted 

rate  per 

Rate  per 

Stillbirths 

Rate  per 

of 

Population 

of 

1,000 

Death  rate 

1,000 

&  Deaths 

1 .000  Live 

Births 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Deaths 

Population 

Crude 

to  national 

total 

births 

Births 

under 

1  Week 

&  Still¬ 
births 

.  832,000 

.  17.2  .... 

542,519 

.  11.2  ... 

14  8 

18  3 

21  447 

25  4 

Administrative  County  . 

745,200  .. 

.  12,356  .. 

.  16.6  .. 

.  16.9 

...  8,761 

.  11.8 

1.20 

...  19.0  . 

..  19.0  ... 

380  ... 

.  30.0 

524,670  .. 

.  8,394  .. 

.  16.0  .. 

.  16.5  . 

...  6,254 

11.9 

1.21 

20  0 

20  0 

276 

32  0 

Rural  Districts  . 

Health  Division. 

220,530  .. 

.  3,962  .. 

.  18.0 

.  18.2  . 

...  2,507 

11.4 

1.16  .... 

.  16.0  . 

..  17.0  ... 

.  104  ... 

.  26.0 

Constituent  Districts. 

Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash- 

38,450  .. 

608  .. 

.  15.8  ... 

.  17.2  . 

560  . 

.  14.6  . 

...  1 .33 

11.0 

.  26.0  .... 

..  23.0  ... 

17  .... 

11  ... 

....  28.0 
.  22.0 

Mountain  Ash  Urban  . 

29,170  .. 

485  .. 

.  16.6  ... 

.  16.6  . 

347  . 

.  11.8  .... 

....  1.26  .... 

....  8.0  . 

Caerphilly  and  Gelligaer — 

38,370  . 

760  .. 

.  19.8  ... 

.  19.4  . 

391  . 

.  10.2  . 

....  1.17 

19.0 

20.0 

21 

....  27.0 

25  0 

34,770  .. 

657  .. 

.  18.9  ... 

.  18.9 

385  . 

.  11.1  ... 

...  1.28 

16.0 

29.0 

17 

Mid-Glamorgan — 

15,110  .. 

194  ... 

.  12.8  ... 

.  13.2  . 

143 

.  9.5  . 

...  0.92  .. . 

.  10.0 

15.0 

4 

20.0 

Maesteg  Urban  . 

21,350  .. 

321  . 

.  15.0  ... 

.  15.6  . 

268 

.  12.6  .... 

1.40 

12.0 

22.0 

11 

34  0 

Ogmore  &  Garw  Urban 

20,490 

325  ... 

.  15.9  ... 

.  16.4  . 

237  . 

.  11.6  . 

...  1.24  .... 

....  33.0  . 

.  12.0  .... 

14  .... 

....  42.0 

Porthcawl  Urban  . 

12,810  .. 

216  ... 

16.9 

18.9 

170  . 

.  13.3  . 

...  1 .05  .... 

14.0 

14.0 

4 

18.0 

Penybont  Rural  . 

47,560  . 

.  1 ,047  ... 

.  22.0  ... 

.  21.1  . 

552  . 

.  1 1 .6  . 

...  1.00  ... 

....  18.0  . 

.  24.0  .... 

36  .... 

...  34.0 

Neath  and  District — 

Neath  M.B. 

30,040  ... 

399  ... 

.  13.3  ... 

.  13.8  . 

368 

.  12.3  . 

1.18  . 

...  20.0  . 

23.0 

15 

37.0 

Neath  Rural 

40,920  .. 

615  ... 

....  15.0  ... 

.  15.6  .... 

488 

11.9  .... 

...  1.30 

...  28.0  . 

20.0 

25 

39  0 

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant — 

Llantrisant  Rural 

30,920  ... 

656  ... 

.  21.2  ... 

.  20.1  ... 

323  .. 

.  10.4  . 

...  1.18  . 

...  12.0  . 

15.0  . 

14 

21.0 

Pontypridd  Urban 

35,000  ... 

558  ... 

.  15.9  ... 

.  16.2  . 

431  .. 

.  12.3  . 

...  1.15  . 

...  19.0  . 

11.0  . 

14  . 

...  25.0 

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg- 

Glyncorrwg  Urban  . 

9,490  ... 

177  ... 

.  18.7  ... 

.  18.1  . 

88 

.  9.3  . 

...  1.20  . 

...  33.0  . 

.  23.0  . 

8  . 

...  44.0 

Port  Talbot  M  B. 

51.600 

823 

15.9 

15.7 

535 

10.4 

1.26 

21.0 

17.0 

27 

32  0 

South  East  Glamorgan — 

Barry  M.B. 

42,470  ... 

661 

15.6  . 

.  16.1  .... 

444  .. 

.  10.5  . 

..  1 .02  . 

..  27.0  . 

23.0  . 

31  . 

...  46.0 

Cardiff  Rural 

33,830  ... 

640  ... 

18.9  .... 

.  18.0  . 

367  .. 

.  10.8  . 

.  1 .03  . 

...  8.0  . 

9.0  . 

7  . 

...  11.0 

Cowbridge  M.B . 

1,150 

22  ... 

19.1 

.  19.3  . 

5  . 

.  4.3  . 

..  0.36  . 

...  43.0  . 

— 

1  . 

43.0 

Cowbridge  Rural 

21,900  .. 

394  ... 

18.0  ... 

.  19.3  . 

155  .. 

.  7.1  . 

..  1.03  . 

17.0  . 

18.0  . 

11  . 

...  27.0 

Penarth  Urban  . 

22,390  ... 

371  ... 

16.6  ... 

.  17.9  . 

290  .. 

.  13.0  . 

..  1.08  . 

...  19.0  . 

24.0  . 

13  . 

...  34.0 

West  Glamorgan — 

Gower  Rural  . 

15,540  ... 

244 

15.7 

16.8 

159 

10.2  . 

..  0.97  . 

4.0  . 

8.0  . 

1  ...... 

..  4.0 

Llwchwr  Urban  . 

25,570  ... 

392  ... 

.  15.3  ... 

.  16.4  . 

301  . 

.  11.8  . 

..  1.16  . 

..  18.0  . 

13.0  . 

10  . 

...  25.0 

Pontardawe  Rural 

29,860  ... 

366  ... 

12.3  ... 

.  13.9  . 

463  .. 

.  15.5  . 

1.40 

19.0  . 

16.0  . 

10  . 

...  27.0 

Rhondda — 

Rhondda  M.B . 

96,450  . 

.  1,425  ... 

.  14.8 

.  15.2  . 

.  1.291  . 

.  13.4  . 

„  1 .35  . 

.  28.0  . 

18.0  . 

58  . 

.  40.0 

Public  Health  Department,  County  Hall,  Cardiff. 


31st  March,  1968 
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LOCAL  AND  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACTIVITIES  1967 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

During  the  year,  a  total  of  618  children  attended  the  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  in  Abercregan,  Cymmer,  Duffryn,  Blaengwynfi,  Glyncorrwg  and 
Croeserw.  Total  attendances  by  children  born  during  1967  were  1463, 
there  were  1641  attendances  by  children  born  during  1966  and  other 
children  under  five  years  of  age  attended  clinics  on  1540  occasions 
during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  advice  and  guidance  to  mothers;  immunisation  against 
diphtheria/whooping  cough/tetanus  and  vaccination  against  smallpox  and 
polio  were  available  to  infants  at  these  clinics.  Welfare  foods  were  also 
on  sale. 

Ante-natal  clinics 

216  expectant  mothers  availed  themselves  of  ante-natal  care  at  the 
clinics  at  Abercregan,  Cymmer,  Blaengwynfi,  Glyncorrwg  and  Croeserw. 
In  all  a  total  of  964  attendances  were  registered  at  these  clinics.  Some 
47  mothers  re-attended  clinics  after  confinement  for  post  natal  examin¬ 
ation. 

Ante-natal  Class 

A  weekly  ante-natal  relaxation  class  was  held  at  Croeserw  Clinic  for 
expectant  mothers  from  the  whole  area.  22  mothers  took  advantage  of 
this  service  and  during  the  year  made  a  total  of  99  attendances. 

Home  Nursing 

The  Home  Nurses  in  the  area  visited  249  patients  during  the  year 
and  this  involved  them  in  a  total  of  4736  visits  to  homes.  Of  this  number 
2193  visits  were  made  to  people  over  the  age  of  65  and  111  visits  to 
children  under  5  years  of  age. 

Midwifery 

In  1967  the  midwives  in  the  Urban  District  were  present  at  52 
deliveries  at  home. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

This  protection  is  offered  to  children  at  school  between  the  ages  of 
thirteen  and  fourteen  and  last  year  95  children  attending  Cymmer 
Comprehensive  School  were  vaccinated  at  school  against  this  disease. 
A  further  23  children  who  gave  positive  reactions  to  skin  testing  were 
investigated  at  Neath  Chest  Clinic.  One  child  was  asked  to  return  in 
6  months’  time  for  further  investigation. 

Chiropody 

Clinic  sessions  have  now  been  extended  to  Cymmer,  Blaengwynfi  and 
Glyncorrwg,  depending  on  demand  for  elderly  or  handicapped  persons, 
and  other  special  categories  from  the  whole  of  the  Urban  area.  Home 
Visits  are  made  where  the  patient  is  unfit  to  attend  clinic.  Last  year  134 
persons  were  seen  at  clinic  on  596  occasions  and  58  cases  on  231 
occasions  were  seen  at  home. 
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Home  Help  Service 

This  Service  continued  during  the  year  and  in  order  to  meet  the 
demand  it  was  found  necessary  to  employ  10  part-time  home  helps  on  a 
regular  basis  and  an  addiional  9  home  helps  on  a  casual  part-time  basis. 

School  Health  Service 

Regular  medical  inspections  at  all  schools  in  the  area  were  maintained 
and  as  a  result  a  total  of  618  children  had  routine  medical  examinations. 
In  addition  228  children  who  had  been  referred  from  previous  routine 
examinations  were  re-axamined.  It  was  found  necessary  to  refer  114 
children  for  treatment  whilst  198  children  were  found  to  have  defects 
which  require  observation. 

Children  found  to  have  defects  of  vision  are  seen  at  Cymmer  Clinic 
whilst  those  with  orthopaedic  or  speech  defects  are  appointed  to  school 
clinics  in  Port  Talbot,  or,  by  arrangement  with  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer,  Mid-Glamorgan  Health  Division,  in  Bridgend  and  Maesteg.  Any 
child  requiring  full-time  education  as  a  partially  hearing  pupil  is  conveyed 
to  Cwmafan  Junior  School  daily. 

Pupils  attending  the  schools  in  the  area  were  dentally  inspected  by 
the  Area  Dental  Officer  and  treatment  was  offered  at  Blaengwynfi,  Cymmer 
and  Croeserw  clinics.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  new  dental  equipment 
was  installed  at  Croeserw  clinic  and  all  treatment  was  offered  under  ideal 
and  modern  conditions.  During  1967,  666  attendances  were  made  at 
these  clinics  by  schoolchildren  for  treatment  whilst  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  pre-school  age  children  attended  for  dental  treatment  on  46 
and  20  occasions  respectively. 


INDUSTRIAL  WELFARE 

In  an  appraisal  of  the  welfare  facilities  provided  by  local  industrial 
concerns,  I  have  been  in  communication  with  Messrs.  Hazell  Watson  and 
Viney  Ltd.,  and  Mr.  T.  Goodman,  the  General  Manager,  has  kindly 
submitted  the  following  details  for  inclusion  in  my  report:- 

(a)  Labour  Strength  —  209. 

(b)  Disabled  people  —  8  =  3.8% 

(c)  One  central  canteen  serving  three  dining  areas. 

(d)  The  engagement  of  a  State  Enrolled  Nurse  two  months  ago  and 
the  passing  of  First  Aid  Examinations  by  14  factory  members 
has  improved  the  situation. 

A  First  Aid  room  is  being  re-equipped  under  the  guidance  of  the 
nurse. 
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The  following  information  has  been  kindly  compiled  by  Mr.  S.  Mason, 
your  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  inclusion  in  the  body  of  my  Annual 
Report. 


1.  Record  of  Inspections 

Housing  .  574 

Council  Houses  . 42 

Factories  .  2 

Drainage  .  17 

Rodent  Control  .  23 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 2 

Disinfestation  .  32 

Sampling  . 29 

Shops  and  Offices  .  16 

Miscellaneous  .  107 

2.  Action  Taken  under  Housing  Acts 

Number  of  houses  closed  . 1 

Number  of  houses  demolished  . 3 

Persons  displaced  (from  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation)  .  439 


3.  Housing  General 

During  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  inspections  were  undertaken 
at  Tunnel  Terrace  and  Gwynfi  Street,  Blaengwynfi  and  Alban  Terrace, 
Prossers  Terrace  and  Hopkins  Terrace,  Abercregan.  A  report  was 
prepared  on  the  individual  properties  in  each  area  and  subsequently 
Council  passed  resolutions  declaring  the  areas,  containing  a  total  of 
243  dwellings,  to  be  clearance  areas.  Also  during  the  period  a 
Public  Inquiry  was  held  with  regard  to  Norton  Terrace  Clearance 
Area,  Glyncorrwg.  This  clearance  area  was  confirmed  and  the  15 
households  concerned  were  rehoused  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
demolition  of  the  properties. 

During  the  inspection  of  these  areas,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
district,  it  was  noted  that  a  large  number  of  properties  had  been 
voluntarily  vacated  and  as  they  were  inevitably  left  un-boarded  they 
attracted  vandals  and  animals.  This  situation  produced  rapid 
deterioration  of  the  properties  which  subsequently  led  to  adjoining 
properties  becoming  affected  and  posed  numerous  public  health 
problems.  Many  of  these  abandoned  premises  were  cleaned  out  by 
Council  workmen  and  although  owners  cannot  legally  be  required  to 
board  up  abandoned  premises  many  complied  with  the  requests  of 
this  Department  and  measures  have  now  been  taken  in  many  instances 
to  prevent  access  by  vandals  and  animals. 

Another  problem  which  was  encountered  during  inspections  of 
premises,  especially  in  Tunnel  Terrace,  Gwynfi  Street  and  Abercregan, 
is  that  owner/occupiers  frequently  did  not  assume  full  responsibility 
for  their  properties  and  are  under  the  impression  that  repairs  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  agents  to  whom  they  pay  their  weekly  mortgage 
repayments.  This,  together  with  the  lack  of  repairs  undertaken  on 
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tenanted  houses  by  landlords  accounted  for  the  rapid  deterioration 
of  occupied  premises  making  it  necessary  for  this  Department  to 
compile  a  priority  list  for  rehousing  in  Council  property  throughout  the 
area. 

4.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Premises 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  throughout  the  area 
and  advice  on  such  matters  as  hygiene  and  stock  rotation  given  to 
retailers  when  it  was  deemed  necessary.  Many  improvements  have 
been  made  to  premises  throughout  the  area  although  a  large  number 
of  food  businesses  are  still  carried  on  in  buildings  not  of  modern 
construction  and  design  and  in  many  cases  large  amounts  of  money 
would  have  to  be  spent  in  order  to  provide  the  hygienic  standard 
preferred  by  this  Department. 

Food  Premises  in  the  Urban  Area 


Grocery  and  Provision  Stores  .  20 

Small  sweet  and  general  shops  .  14 

Fish  and  chip  friers  . 4 

Greengrocers  .  5 

Cafes  . 5 

Butchers  . ... . . .  6 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  . 2 

Colliery  canteens  .  3 

School  canteens  . 7 


Foodstuffs  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

i  box  Porridge  Oats — suspected  of  causing  urticarial  rash — not 
proven. 

Bottle  of  medicine  with  wood  louse. 

1  tin  (10  lb)  ham,  blown  and  contents  decomposed. 

1  tin  (28  lb.)  spray  dried  skimmed  milk  due  to  carbonisation. 

1  tin  (8£  lb.)  cooked  ham,  decomposed. 

1  tin  (4  lb.)  chopped  pork  blown  and  contents  decomposed. 

1  tin  (6  lb.)  jellied  veal  blown  and  contents  decomposed. 

Registration  of  Premises  for  the  Sale  and  Storage  of  Ice  Cream. 

Upon  application  for  registration  two  food  premises  were 
inspected  and  duly  registered. 

C.  T.  Howells  v.  Glamorgan  County  Council 

A  complaint  was  received  at  this  Department  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  regarding  vinegar  which  had  burnt  the  mouths  of  the 
purchaser’s  family.  On  analysis  this  vinegar  was  shown  to  contain 
66.7%  by  weight  of  acetic  acid,  the  normal  composition  of  this  type 
of  vinegar  should  include  not  more  than  3  to  4%  by  weight  of  acetic 
acid. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  this 
area  and  in  May  a  case  was  brought  by  Glamorgan  County  Council 
against  C.  T.  Howells,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  who  produced  the  vinegar.  Mr. 
C.  T.  Howells  pleaded  guilty  to  the  offence  at  the  Magistrates  Court, 
Aberavon,  and  was  fined  £2  with  £10/13/0d.  costs. 
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5.  Licensed  Clubs  and  Public  Houses 

Routine  visits  were  made  to  all  licensed  premises  in  the  area  and 
it  was  noted  that  redecorations  and  works  at  a  number  of  premises 
have  been  carried  out.  During  the  year  a  new  Workingmen’s  Club 
opened  at  Croeserw  fully  incorporating  all  the  requirements  of  the 
relative  legislation  appertaining  to  licensed  premises. 

6.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  of  all  premises 
registered  under  the  above  Act.  In  general  premises  were  found  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  th  Act,  and  facilities  were  provided 
by  owners  and  occupiers  without  legal  action  being  taken. 


No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
one  of  more 

Total  No.  of  general 

No.  of  premises  registered  inspections 
newly  registered  premises  at  during  the 
during  the  year.  end  of  year.  year. 


Offices  . 

1 

12 

12 

Retail  Shops  . 

— 

43 

43 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Catering  establishments  open 

to  the  public,  canteens  . 

— 

13 

13 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Number 

of  Inspections- 

-123. 

7.  Refuse  Disposal 

Uncontrolled  tipping  has  been  carried  out  at  Glyncorrwg  through¬ 
out  the  year  resulting  occasionally  in  complaints  from  the  tenants  of 
nearby  houses  due  to  the  smoke  and  obnoxious  smells  from  burning 
refuse.  Refuse  collectors  have  been  advised  on  how  to  prevent 
such  nuisances  arising  but  these  still  occur  quite  frequently. 

Throughout  the  year  the  practice  of  indiscriminate  tipping  of 
refuse  throughout  the  area  has  increased.  The  main  offenders  appear 
to  be  shopkeepers,  and  rodent  control  is  seriously  hampered  by  the 
fact  that  this  provides  rodents  with  a  pentiful  supply  of  food. 

8.  Rodent  Control 

Mr.  R.  Hurlow,  your  Rodent  Operative,  sustained  an  injury  to 
his  face  and  eyes  when  discharging  his  duties  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  and  consequently  was  unable  to  work  for  several  months. 
Inspections  and  baiting  were  carried  out  by  members  of  the  staff  until 
August,  when  Mr.  Hurlow  retired  and  Mr.  W.  Morgan  was  appointed 
Rodent  Operative. 

Full  use  was  made  of  this  service  by  the  public  and  all  complaints 
regarding  infestation  were  investigated.  While  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  control  the  breeding  of  rodents  in  the  area  the  Rodent 
Operative  is  hampered  by  the  fact  that  the  indiscrimnate  tipping  of 
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refuse  by  householders  and  shopkeepers  throughout  the  area, 
provides  a  plentiful  food  supply  other  than  poisoned  bait  laid  by  your 
Operative.  During  November  of  this  year  a  labourer  was  engaged  to 
assist  the  Rodent  Operative  and  baiting  of  all  sewers  in  the  area 
was  undertaken. 

Record  of  Inspections  and  Infestations 


1.  Total  No.  of  properties  (Inc.  nearby  premises  visited  after 


notification  .  51 


2.  Number  infested  by:- 

(i)  Rats  .  25 

(ii)  Mice  .  3 

(iii)  Beetles  . 12 


3.  Total  No.  of  properties  visited  for  reasons  other  than 

notification  .  95 


4.  Number  infested  by:- 

(i)  Rats  . 31 

(ii)  Mice  .  4 

(iii)  Beetles  . 42 


9.  Petroleum  Consolidation  Act,  1928 

During  the  year  24  hour  pressure  tests  were  carried  out  on  one 
500  gallon  storage  tank  at  Gwynfi  Petrol  Station  and  one  500  gallon 
storage  tank  at  Smith’s  Coaches  Garage,  Cymmer.  The  test  at  the 
latter  tank  proved  to  be  satisfactory  but  a  small  leak  was  discovered 
at  the  Gwynfi  Petrol  Station  and  was  rectified  before  a  further  test 
was  carried  out  and  this  proved  to  be  successful. 

12  licences  were  issued  to  petroleum  stations  and  premises 
storing  petroleum  in  the  area,  after  the  premises  had  been  passed  as 
satisfactory  by  the  Glamorgan  Fire  Authority. 

10.  Cinema  Licences 

Licences  were  issued  to  the  Workmen’s  Halls  and  Institutes  at 
Blaengwynfi  and  Glyncorwg  for  the  showing  of  films  during  the  year. 

Licences  were  issued  to  the  Workmen’s  Halls  and  Institutes  at 
Blaengwynfi  and  Glyncorrwg  for  the  showing  of  films  during  the  year. 

11.  Slaughterman’s  Licences 

Slaughterman’s  Licences  were  issued  to  four  individuals  for  the 
purpose  of  slughtering  in  the  Urban  Area.  The  four  slaughtermen 
being  past  holders  of  the  Slaughterman’s  Licence. 

12.  Explosives  Act,  1875  and  1923 

Licences  for  the  storage  of  exposives  were  issued  to  the  National 
Coal  Board  for  the  three  Collieries  in  the  area. 
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13.  Water  Samples 

A  number  of  samples  throughout  the  year  were  shown  on 
analysis  to  be  highly  polluted  and  on  several  occasions  pollution  was 
clearly  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  The  reason  for  the  unsatisfactory 
results  was  given  by  the  West  Glamorgan  Water  Board  to  be  a 
temporary  breakdown  in  the  chlorination  plants  and  the  four  units 
were  subsequently  repaired  and  overhauled  by  the  Water  Board. 
However,  after  the  overhaul  and  repair  further  heavily  polluted 
samples  were  recorded  and  discussions  were  held  with  the  West 
Gamorgan  Water  Board  regarding  this  matter,  but  no  appreciable 
improvement  was  noticed  in  the  standard  of  samples  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


Number 

taken 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

%  Unsatis¬ 
factory 

Bacteriological 

West  Glamorgan  Water  Board: 
Before  Chlorination  . 

14 

1 

7.1 

After  Chlorination  . 

52 

21 

40.4 

G.U.D.C. 

After  Chlorination  . 

26 

8 

30.7 

G.U.D.C. 

Chemical  . 

4 

Radioactivity  . 

2 

14.  Explosives  Act  1875  and  1923 
Fireworks  Licences 

Seventeen  Fireworks  licences  were  issued  after  inspection.  Also 
the  Home  Office  circular  163/1966  was  issued  to  each  licence  holder. 

15.  Rent  Act  1957 

There  were  two  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  during 
the  year  and  two  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued. 

16.  Verminous  Dwellings 

Fourteen  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  verminous 
dwellings  during  the  year.  Three  private  dwelling  houses  and  2 
Council  houses  were  treated  to  remove  bed  bugs  and  fleas.  Three 
Council  houses  and  two  private  houses  were  treated  to  remove  ants 
and  wasps. 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF 
THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

PART  1  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health — 1962  (Including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 
written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

6 

6 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  . 

6 

6 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises)  . 

2 

2 

TOTAL  . 

14 

14 

— 

— 

2. 

Case  in  which  defects  were 

found. 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosec¬ 
utions 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 
found: 

Found  Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

utions 

were 

insti¬ 

tuted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(including  offences  not 

relating  to  outwork)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 


The  following  table  gives  the  classification  of  animals  slaughtered 
for  human  consumption  in  the  area  during  1965. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows  Cows  Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs  Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  .  —  —  — 

—  5  — 

Number  inspected  .  —  —  — 

—  5  — 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cystecerci.  Whole  carcases 
condemned  . . . 


Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
or  organ  was  condemned  .  —  —  — 

—  1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  . . . 


Tuberculosis  only  whole  carcases 
condemned  . 


Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . 


Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 


Cysticerosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 


Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  . 


Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  . 


SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  THE  GLYNCORRWG  DISTRICT  BY  THE 
COUNTY  SAMPLING  OFFICERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
31st  DECEMBER,  1967 

Butter  1,  Fish  (canned)  1,  Fruit  (canned)  1,  Jam  2,  Meat  Products 
(canned)  1,  Milk  6,  Soft  Drinks  2,  Spices  1,  Vegetables  (canned)  2. 
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